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CHAPTER 3

PROPERTY REGULATIONS

Article 1.  Private Responsibilities

Title 1.  Property Maintenance

Section 3-1101. Definitions

In this title, the following words, terms, phrases, and their derivations shall have the meanings
indicated.

Disabled or Inoperative Vehicle.  Any motor vehicle remaining in one place for ten (10) days or
more and subject to any one or more of the following conditions:

(A) It has no engine or transmission;

(B) It has two or more flat tires;

(C) One or more windows are missing or broken;

(D) It has become a breeding place for insects, snakes, rats, or other vermin.

Garbage.  All organic waste, consisting of the residue of animal, fruit, or vegetable matter,
resulting from the preparation, cooking, handling, or storage of food, exclusive of human or animal
feces.

Hazardous Material.  Any substance or material in a quantity or form that may pose an
unreasonable risk to health and safety of property, including any material designated by the U.S.
Department of Transportation, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Maryland Department of the
Environment, or any other Federal or State agency as belonging to a hazard class, and including any
explosive, flammable substance, corrosive substance, or radioactive substance.

Historic Vehicle.  Any vehicle that meets the definition of historic vehicle under State Law,
including any vehicle that:  (i) is 25 years or older and has not been substantially altered from the
manufacturer’s original design, or (ii) has a unique interest or historic value including makes of motor
vehicles no longer manufactured and models of motor vehicles produced in limited or token quantities
and no longer manufactured.

Junk Vehicle.  Any automobile, truck, van or other motor vehicle which:

19K
2007 S-1 (ALP)



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

19L
2007 S-1 (ALP)



(A) Is unregistered or unlicensed;

(B) Displays tags assigned to another vehicle; or

(C) Is disabled or inoperable.

Litter.  All rubbish, waste matter, ashes, refuse, garbage, trash, debris, dead animals, or other
discarded, hazardous or toxic materials of every kind and description.

Refuse.  Garbage, rubbish, junk, industrial waste, dead animals, and all other solid waste materials,
including salvageable waste.

Rubbish.  All refuse other than garbage, whether combustible or noncombustible, including but
not limited to the following:  rubbish from building construction or reconstruction, dead trees, uprooted
tree stumps, slash, rubble, street refuse, abandoned automobiles, machinery, bottles, cans, waste paper,
cardboard, sawdust piles, slash from sawmill operations, and all other waste material.

Structure.  That which is built or constructed, including without limitation buildings for any
occupancy or use whatsoever, fences, signs, billboards, fire escapes, stairways, chute escapes, railings,
water tanks, towers, open grade steps, sidewalk tents or anything erected and framed of component
parts which is fastened, anchored or rests on a permanent foundation or on the ground.

Toxic Material.  Any substance that can be poisonous if inhaled, swallowed, or absorbed into the
body through cuts, breaks in the skin, ingestion, or bodily contact.

Weeds or Grass.  All bushes, hedges, shrubs, grasses, poison oak, poison ivy or any other non-
cultivated vegetation which attains a noxious or dangerous condition upon growth or accumulation so
as to constitute a menace to public health or a fire hazard.  A generalized growth of grasses, poison
oak, poison ivy or other non-cultivated vegetation exceeding a height of twelve (12) inches is
presumptively a noxious and dangerous condition.  A generalized growth of bushes, hedges and shrubs
extending into the vertical plane of any public way or abutting premises is presumptively a noxious and
dangerous condition.  Not included within this definition are trees, flowers, garden vegetables, compost
piles or any plant necessary for soil stabilization purposes.

Yard.  An open unoccupied space on the same lot with a building.

Section 3-1102. Dwelling Units

It shall be unlawful for the owner of a dwelling unit or his designated agent or lessee to fail to
maintain the structure and its exit ways in a safe and sanitary condition at all times.  Every dwelling
shall be kept sanitary, clean and free from any accumulation of rubbish, garbage or similar matter, and
shall be kept free from vermin or rodent infestation.  It shall be the duty of each occupant of the
dwelling unit to keep in a clean condition that portion of the property which he occupies or over which
he has exclusive control.

Section 3-1103. Yards

It shall be unlawful for the owner of a yard or his designated agent or lessee to fail to maintain the
yard free from all unsafe, hazardous or unsanitary conditions.  Every yard shall be kept sanitary, clean
and free from any accumulation of rubbish, garbage, refuse, and hazardous or toxic material.

Section 3-1104. Vacant Structures and Land



All vacant structures and premises thereof or vacant land shall be maintained by the owners free
from an overgrowth of weeds and grass and in a clean, safe, secure, and sanitary condition as provided
herein so as not to cause a blighting problem or adversely affect the public health or safety.

Section 3-1105. Overgrowth

It shall be unlawful for any occupant or lessee of property, or the owner of property in the event
that such property is unoccupied, to fail to cut down and remove any weeds or grass exceeding a height
of twelve (12) inches within one hundred (100) feet of any residential or commercial lot within the
City of Brunswick.

Section 3-1106. Littering

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person or persons to dump, deposit, throw, or leave, or to cause or
permit the dumping, depositing, placing, throwing, or leaving of litter on any public or private
property in this City, unless:

(1) Such property is designated by the Mayor and Council for the disposal of such litter, and
such person is authorized by the Mayor and Council to use such property;

(2) Such litter is placed into a litter receptacle or container installed on such property;

(3) Such person is the owner or tenant in lawful possession of such property, or has first
obtained written consent or is under the personal direction of the owner or tenant in lawful
possession, and the act is done in a manner consistent with the provisions of this Article.

(B) Leaves deposited upon the sidewalk or street pending their removal as prescribed by the
Council are exceptions to this Section.

Revisor’s Note:  For State Law governing littering, see Criminal Law Article, Section 10-10,
Annotated Code of Maryland.

Section 3-1107. Junk Vehicles

(A) Except as provided in Subsection (B), it shall be unlawful for anyone to have, possess, store,
or maintain a junk vehicle upon any property, whether public or private, within the corporate
limits of the City of Brunswick, unless such vehicle or vehicles are housed or stored in a
completely enclosed building.

(B) One junk vehicle may be housed or stored on a lot of record if the vehicle is completely
covered by a waterproof, opaque cover which is in good condition and which is specifically
designed for such purposes; provided, however, that if one or more individuals, firms or entities,
own, lease, occupy or possess, in whole or in part, two or more adjacent and adjoining lots of
record, then only one junk vehicle may be housed or stored on all those lots of record so owned,
leased, occupied or possessed.

(C) The provisions of this section are not applicable in the I-1 (Heavy Commercial-Light
Industrial), B-2 (Central Business), and HS (Highway Service) Zoning Districts in conjunction
with automobile assembly, major repair, new and used auto sales, service station or repair shop
uses.



Revisor’s Note:  For county law related to inoperative motor vehicles, see Section 1-11-5, Code of the
Frederick County Code, 2004.  Section 1-11-5 provides that:

“On any parcel of property in Frederick County, Maryland, it is hereby declared to be a nuisance and
a danger to the public health, safety and welfare for any contaminated water, filth, garbage, rubbish,
including but not limited to, more than 2 dismantled, inoperative or unlicensed motor vehicles, unless
within a completely enclosed building or within a permitted commercial or industrial Zoning District,
and any abandoned or discarded appliances, including but not limited to, stoves, refrigerators,
freezers and the like, or any offensive or deleterious matter to be and remain on any premises which is
subject to this section in the county.”

Section 3-1108. Historic Vehicles

A junk vehicle that also meets the definition of an historic vehicle may be housed, stored, parked
or maintained upon any property, whether public or private, without being housed or stored in a
completely enclosed building; provided, however, that any vehicle so housed, stored, parked or
maintained shall be behind the front building line of the property where the vehicle is stored and shall
be protected by a waterproof, opaque cover which is in good condition and which is specifically
designed for such purpose.  For purposes of this section, a carport does not constitute the required
covering.  If one or more individuals, firms or entities, own, lease, occupy or possess, in whole or in
part, two or more adjacent and adjoining lots of record, then only one historic vehicle may be housed
or stored on all those lots of record so owned, leased, occupied or possessed.

Section 3-1109. Vehicle Repairs

The repairing, servicing, replacement of parts, or the performance of maintenance work on a
vehicle on a public street is prohibited unless completed within one (1) day after their commencement,
or within ten (10) days if outside of an enclosed building on any private premises, and thereafter the
vehicle upon which the repairs are made is legally operable upon any public street or highway.

Section 3-1110. Building Numbers

The assigned number of each and every property in the City of Brunswick shall be displayed on
the assigned house by numbers which are at least three inches (3”) in height and which contrast in
color to the property. Property numbers shall be clearly visible from the adjacent street and shall not be
obstructed by trees, shrubs, or any other objects.

A law enforcement officer observing a violation of the above shall issue a citation to the owner of
the property, clearly noting thereon that the initial citation is a warning and providing ten (10) days to
the property owner within which to correct the violation.

Any person who shall not have posted a property number as provided above within ten (10) days
of receiving a warning as noted above shall be guilty of a municipal infraction, the fine for which shall
be five dollars ($5.00). Each day during which the violation continues shall be considered a separate
municipal infraction, for which a fine of five dollars ($5.00) shall be imposed.

Section 3-1111. Enforcement by Mayor

The Mayor or the Mayor’s designee may enforce all prohibitions and standards set forth in this
article including, but not limited to, any action to remove or cause the removal, at the expense of the
owner, of any junk vehicle upon failure to remove within ten (10) days of a written notice of violation
delivered to and posted at the address of the violation; such expense shall be billed to the owner, and if



unpaid within thirty (30) days, such expense shall be recorded and indexed on the tax rolls and
thereupon shall be a charge, until paid, levied upon the real property against which the removal charges
have been made, and shall be collectible by a suit at law or by the same manner as delinquent
municipal corporation taxes or charges levied against the property.

Section 3-1112. Penalty for Violation

Any violation of the provisions of this Article 1 shall be a municipal infraction as enumerated at
Section 10-2202.

Title 2.  Animal Control

Section 3-1201. Prohibited Animals

It shall be unlawful for any person to have in his possession within the City limits any animal
which, by barking, howling, or in any other manner, disturbs the peace, order and quiet of the City, or
which has bitten or attempted to bite any person.

Section 3-1202. Livestock

It shall be unlawful for any person to maintain any pen, sty, or any other enclosure for the
maintenance of livestock, including hogs, pigs, chickens, sheep, cattle, horses, goats, or more than two
(2) rabbits.

Section 3-1203. Horses

All horses shall be kept under the immediate custody and control of the owner or person in
possession at all times, and no horse shall be allowed to stand upon any street, highway, alley or public
place without being under such control.

Section 3-1204. Adoption of County Animal Regulations

There is hereby adopted by the City of Brunswick, for the purpose of establishing rules and
regulations for control of animals, including County license requirements and penalties, the provision
of Chapter 1-5 (Animals and Fowl), Frederick County Code, 2004, as amended, save and except such
portions as are deleted, modified, or amended by this Title, of which one copy shall remain on file in
the City Hall, and the same is incorporated as fully as if set out at length herein.



Section 3-1205. Animal Waste

No owner or other person who has possession or control of a dog, domestic pet or other animal
shall permit its feces to remain upon or adjacent to any of the streets, sidewalks or parks or in any
public place within the boundaries of the City of Brunswick.  The owner or other person who has
possession or control of a dog, domestic pet or other animal which deposits its feces upon or adjacent
to any of the streets, sidewalks or parks or in any public place within the boundaries o the City of
Brunswick shall immediately remove the feces therefrom or shall immediately cause the feces to be
removed therefrom.

Section 3-1206. Penalty for Violation

Any violation of the provisions of Sections 3-1201, 3-1202, 3-1203, and 3-1205 shall be a
municipal infraction as enumerated at Section 10-2202.

Article 2.  Public Responsibilities

Title 1.  Collection and Removal of Refuse

Section 3-2101. Definitions

In this Title, the following words, terms, phrases, and their derivations shall have the meanings
indicated.

Animal.  All dead animals, fowls and parts thereof, except bovine animals, hogs and animals of
the horse kind which die on private property.

Garbage.  Wood, coal or other plant derivatives which have been decomposed by combustion.

Miscellaneous Refuse.  Broken glass, chinaware, grass, paper, rags, clothing, rubbish, and other
debris.

Section 3-2102. Authority of Mayor and Council

(A) The Mayor and Council shall regulate and control the collection, removal and disposal of all
refuse, including garbage, miscellaneous refuse, ashes and dead animals from dwellings and other
places within the City of Brunswick.

(B) The Mayor and Council may enter into such annual agreements or contracts, including
agreements or contracts with any corporation, partnership, person, political subdivision or public
authority, to cause or provide for the collection, removal and/or disposal of all refuse.

(C) The Mayor and Council may employ personnel and trash collection vehicles for the
collection, removal and/or disposal of all refuse.

(D) The Mayor and Council shall have approval and inspection authority over the location,
condition and use of any final place of deposit, may issue permits for the use of dumping facilities,
and may establish or contract for the use of a dumping facility.

(E) The Mayor may, in an emergency, extend the hours of scheduled refuse collection.



(F) The Mayor and Council may change the days and hours of refuse collection by advertising, in
a newspaper of general circulation in the City, a 2-week advance notice of any change of schedule.

(G) The Mayor and Council may sell garbage collected within the City and retain the proceeds of
any such sale.

(H) The Mayor and Council may establish and levy such fees as may be necessary to achieve the
purposes of this Title, including, but not limited to, fees for the collection, removal and disposal of
any refuse generated by businesses located within the City.

(I) The Mayor and Council may require that refuse of an animal or vegetable nature be separated
from all other refuse and deposited, collected, removed and disposed separately.

(J) The Mayor or the Mayor’s designee may enforce all prohibitions and standards set forth in
this Title and in Article 1, Title 1 of this Chapter including, but not limited to, any action to
remove or cause the removal, at the expense of the owner, of any garbage, refuse, rubbish, litter,
junk vehicle, weeds or grass improperly maintained upon failure to remove within ten (10) days of
a written notice of violation delivered to and posted at the address of the violation; such expense
shall be billed to the owner, and if unpaid within thirty (30) days, such expense shall be recorded
and indexed on the tax rolls and thereupon shall be a charge, until paid, levied upon the real
property against which the removal charges have been made, and shall be collectible by a suit at
law or by the same manner as delinquent municipal corporation taxes or charges levied against the
property.

(K) The Mayor and Council of the City of Brunswick shall be authorized to establish and impose
procedures regarding the placement of temporary dumpsters within City streets and alley ways, as
demonstrated in Appendix A.

Revisor’s Note:  See Section 14-809 et seq. of the Tax-Property Article, Annotated Code of Maryland. 
If the County Tax Collector fails to institute tax sale procedures within 30 days of notice from the
municipal tax collector, a municipality may use the provisions and procedures of Subtitle 8, Title 14 of
the Tax-Property Article to sell a property for unpaid municipal incorporation taxes or charges.  Also
see Section 2(b)(33)(ii) and Section 2(b)(17) of Article 23A, Annotated Code of Maryland for
municipal authority to establish reasonable charges against real property in the exercise of a
governmental function authorized by law.  Such charges may be recorded as a lien and collected as a
municipal tax, subject to the limitations imposed by the Tax-Property Article of the Annotated Code of
Maryland.

Section 3-2103. Prohibitions-Occupant

It shall be a violation of this Title to:

(A) Deposit garbage for collection from a single dwelling in quantities of more than five (5)
bushels on any single collection day.

(B) Fail to keep refuse containers in a sanitary condition.

(C) Fail to secure refuse containers in an enclosed area on days not scheduled for collection.

(D) Fail to secure refuse containers with tight-fitting lids.



(E) Deposit refuse for collection in containers exceeding 24 gallons.

(F) Fail to bag, box or otherwise wrap garbage, sweeper dust, small scraps, grass, leaves, hedge
clippings or other plant substances before placing in or alongside refuse containers.

(G) Fail to reduce for collection tree trimmings, boxes and other oversize materials to tied bundles
not exceeding a length of four (4) feet and a diameter of two (2) feet.

(H) With the exception of deposits from storm drain inlets and street sweepings piled and placed
by occupants onto a street or alley, deposit refuse for collection in or over the curb lines of a
public street or alley.

Section 3-2104. Prohibitions-Refuse Collectors

It shall be a violation of this Title to:

(A) Collect and remove garbage in a manner prejudicial to health.

(B) Park or otherwise leave unattended within the City any vehicle containing refuse and regularly
used for hauling or transporting refuse for any period of time in excess of what is necessary for the
loading or unloading of such vehicle.

(C) Fail to remove and dispose of any dead animal found lying on a public street or alley.

(D) Fail to immediately remove and clean up spillage onto the streets or sidewalks.

(E) Fail to collect refuse, including street sweepings and deposits from storm drain inlets,
properly deposited for collection.

(F) Overload within the City any vehicle used for hauling or transporting refuse.

(G) Fail to maintain any vehicle in a sanitary and non-offensive condition while parked within or
while hauling or transporting refuse within the City.

Section 3-2105. Collection Schedule

All refuse shall be collected and removed between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.  A full
schedule and route description shall be maintained and posted at the City Hall by the City
Clerk/Treasurer.

Section 3-2106. Special Pick-Ups

Oversized articles including, but not limited to, furniture, mattresses, appliances and bicycles, may
be collected for disposal only upon arrangement for a special pick-up; residents must make special
pick-up arrangements with the City at City Hall.  A regular bulk pick-up shall be scheduled once
quarterly with such a schedule maintained and posted at City Hall by the City Clerk/Treasurer.

Section 3-2107. Fees and Charges

The charge for any permit issued under the provisions of this Title shall be payable in advance; all
other charges shall be billed and shall become due and payable within 30 days of the date of billing.



Section 3-2108. Agreements and Contracts

All agreements and contracts to collect, remove and/or dispose of refuse from the City shall
require the vendor to:

(A) Comply with the City Code of Ordinances, all other applicable ordinances and resolutions
enacted by the Mayor and Council, applicable state and federal statutes and regulations, and any
lawfully issued City, state or federal order.

(B) Assign to the Mayor and Council an acceptable performance surety bond, or some other form
of performance security acceptable to the Mayor and Council, in the amount of One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000).

(C) Carry liability, property damage and workers compensation insurance policies covering its
agents, employees, vehicles and equipment, and issued by insurance carriers and in amounts
acceptable to the Mayor and Council.

(D) Hold the Mayor and Council harmless from claims, and the defense of such claims,
consequent or incident to the acts or omissions of any of the vendor’s agents, employees, vehicles
or equipment.

(E) Utilize vehicles equipped with standard garbage and refuse bodies, arched covers and sliding
doors constructed of not less than 12 gauge steel and designed to prevent spillage.

(F) Collect, remove and dispose of refuse in accordance with a written statement of service,
approved by the Mayor and Council, failure of which to perform would entitle the Mayor and
Council to remove or cause to be removed such refuse, with the cost of such removal to be
deducted from any money due the vendor by the Mayor and Council, to declare the contract at an
end, to discharge the vendor, to retain any sums due the contractor for any loss the Mayor and
Council may sustain, to employ another vendor or vendors for the remainder of the term, or to do
the work by employees of the Mayor and Council, and to enter suit upon the surety bond or other
accepted performance security of the vendor for any loss or damage which the Mayor and Council
may have.

(G) Provide in writing prior notice of not less than thirty days of any intent to discontinue service
for any cause, except for nonpayment of service charges; a copy of such notice shall be sent to the
Mayor and Council.

(H) Provide alternate service within forty-eight (48) hours in the event of mishap or breakdown of
regular equipment, or if collection service is missed for any reason.

Section 3-2109. Penalty for Violation

Any violation of the provisions of this Title shall be a municipal infraction as enumerated at
Section 10-2202.
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Title 2.  City Properties

Section 3-2201. Sidewalks and Curbing-Construction Specifications

It shall be unlawful for any person to construct public sidewalks or curbing not in conformance to
the provisions of this Section. The width of a sidewalk shall be proportioned to the width of the street,
but no sidewalk shall be less than four feet (4') in width. No curbing shall be less than five (5) inches
wide and eighteen (18) inches deep; the ends thereof shall be straight and the upper edges level to the
sidewalk.  All sidewalks and curbings shall be constructed of first class concrete or such other material
as may be approved by the Superintendent of Public Works.

Revisor’s Note:  See Article X (Streets, Sidewalks and Improvements) of the Charter of the City of
Brunswick for provisions regarding procedures for authorizing and assessing the costs of City
installed improvements.

Section 3-2202. Sidewalks and Curbing-Maintenance

It shall be the duty and obligation of the owner of property abutting a sidewalk in a public
right-of-way to maintain the abutting sidewalk, driveway apron, and sod in such a condition as to be
safe for public use.

Section 3-2203. Damage to Public Property

Any person, firm or entity engaged in any construction or other work, including work performed
under an approved site plan or under a zoning certificate issued by the City, shall be liable to the City
for any damage caused to public streets, roads, alleys, curbs, gutters, signs, lights, utilities or other
public property which results from or is caused by such work. The person, firm or entity shall clear,
clean and remove any mud, dirt, pollutants or other foreign material which it tracks or deposits onto the
public ways or other public property in the conduct of such work and shall make such repairs and clean
and clear such areas as are requested by the City. In the event of the failure or refusal of such person,
firm or entity to timely comply with such request, the City shall be entitled to obtain and utilize any
funds, accounts or other guaranty of performance which may have been furnished by the person, firm
or entity to or for the benefit of the City. The right to use such funds, accounts or guaranty shall not
preclude the City from any other remedy it may have available to it, in law or in equity, and the person,
firm or entity shall be and remain liable to the City for any failure to comply with the requirements of
this Section.
(Ord. 414, passed 6-22-2004)

Section 3-2204. Park Regulations

For the purposes of this section, a park shall be defined as any playground or park, owned by the
City, including land within the C & O Canal area that is administered by the National Park Service.
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(A) It shall be unlawful, within any park, for the operator of a motor vehicle to:

(1) Enter or leave any park with such vehicle except through designated entrances and exits
and during such hours as the Mayor and Council may from time to time establish.

(2) Drive a motor vehicle anywhere except on designated roads and parking areas.

(B) It shall be unlawful, within any park, for any person to:

(1) Start or maintain a fire except in receptacles provided for such purpose.

(2) Leave a fire unattended.

(3) Fail to extinguish a fire started by such person when he or she leaves the park.

(C) It shall be unlawful, within any park, for any person to camp outside of designated sites or
areas.

(D) It shall be unlawful, within any park, for any person to:

(1) Dispose of refuse in any manner other than the placement of such refuse in receptacles
provided for that purpose.

(2) Use refuse receptacles for disposing household, commercial, or industrial refuse.

Violation of any of the provisions of this Section shall be a municipal infraction as enumerated at
Section 10-2202.

Section 3-2205. Approval of Proposed Streets or Extensions

The Mayor and Council will, prior to extension and construction of any street within any existing
or future platted right-of-way, review the street plans and specifications.  Said streets shall, unless
otherwise modified by the Mayor and Council, meet the minimum design standards as defined in the
Brunswick Subdivision Regulations.

A decision as to whether to approve a street will be made at regularly scheduled public meeting
following review and comment by the City Planning Commission, Public Works Director, City
Engineer, and any other person deemed appropriate.

Section 3-2206. Private Use of Public Streets

Except as permitted in this Title, private use of public streets, other than the orderly flow of
vehicular and pedestrian traffic, is strictly prohibited.
(Ord. 442, passed 8-8-2006)
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Section 3-2207. Definition of Public Streets

The term Public Street or Public Streets, as used tn this Title, shall include all streets, avenues,
roads, highways, public thoroughfares, lanes, and alleys and public rights-of-way related thereto that
are a part of the street and alley system accepted and adopted by the Mayor and Council in Ordinance
No. 428, as amended, but excluding sidewalks which are addressed and regulated separately under this
Code.
(Ord. 442, passed 8-8-2006)

Section 3-2208. General Control of Mayor and Council Over Public Streets

The Mayor and Council shall have charge of all the public streets in the City except such as may
be under the jurisdiction of Frederick County or the Maryland State Roads Commission/Maryland
State Highway Administration.  Subject to the laws of the State of Maryland and to the City Charter,
the Mayor and Council may do whatever they deem necessary to establish, operate, and maintain the
public streets of the City.
(Ord. 442, passed 8-8-2006)

Section 3-2209. License for Private Use of Public Streets

No public street or any portion thereof may be utilized by a private party in any manner that
interferes with or restricts  the use of the public at large of said public street, except, in the event a
written license agreement approved by the Mayor and Council, which permits a specific private use
("license agreement") is entered into between the private party and the Mayor and Council. The license
agreement shall narrowly define the use permitted and the property subject to the license agreement as
well as the terms and conditions of the license agreement may include, but is not limited to, a defined
time period of the use; a scaled sketch plan for any  permanent or semi-permanent use, including
property lines, building footprints, sidewalks, street curb lines, trees, tree wells, planters, parking
meters, street signs, fire hydrants and proposed location of the use; the private party's responsibility to
maintain insurance on the property for personal injury and property damage; the private party's
covenant to indemnify the City for all claims involving the private party's use of the public street, the
posting by the private party of a financial guaranty or letter of credit and all other conditions required
by the Mayor and Council.  The license shall be issued by the Superintendent of Public Works.
(Ord. 442, passed 8-8-2006)

Section 3-2210. Municipal Infraction

Any violation of the provisions of this Section shall be a municipal infraction as enumerated at
Section 7-2202.
(Ord. 442, passed 8-8-2006)

Title 3.  Redevelopment of Deteriorated Areas

Section 3-2301. Definitions

In this title, the following words, terms, phrases, and their derivations shall have the meanings
indicated.
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Slum Area.  An area where dwellings predominate which, by reason of depreciation,
overcrowding, fault arrangement, lack of ventilation, light or sanitary facilities, deterioration of public
improvements within the area, or any combination of these factors, are detrimental to the public safety,
health or morals of the citizens of the City of Brunswick.

Blighted Area.  An area in which (1) a majority of buildings have declined in productivity by
reason of obsolescence, depreciation, or other causes to the extent they no longer justify fundamental
repairs and adequate maintenance; or (2) an area in which the health, safety and general welfare of the
citizens is detrimentally affected by reason of the general obsolescence, depreciation, or deterioration
of public improvements.

Public Improvements.  Sanitary sewer system, storm water drainage and management system,
water treatment and distribution system, streets, sidewalks, curbs, and gutters.

Section 3-2302. Authority of Mayor and Council

(A) The Mayor and Council may, from time to time, if conditions warrant, declare by resolution
that a certain area or areas within the City limits meet the definition of “slum area” and “blighted
area”.

(B) Upon the making of a finding as authorized above, the Mayor and Council may take
appropriate action to restore those areas designated to a useful, productive condition, including but
not limited to:

(1) Directing the application of City resources, including labor and materials.

(2) Participating in Federal or State programs which provide resources, including
consultation and financial resources such as grants, loans, and loan guarantees.

(3) Creating a special taxing district or levying a special benefit assessment to raise revenues
for the work to restore the area.

(4) Acquiring by conveyance, purchase or condemnation real property within the designated
area.

(5) Designating an employee of the City to coordinate the action determined by the Mayor
and Council.
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Article 4.  Sidewalks

Title 1.  Regulations of Sidewalks

Section 3-4101. Definition

The term Sidewalk or Sidewalks, as used in this Section, shall include all sidewalks that are in the
public right-of-way and abut all streets, avenues, roads, highways, public thoroughfares, lanes, and
alleys that are a part of the street and alley system in Ordinance No. 428, as amended.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4102. General Control of Mayor and Council over Sidewalks

The Mayor and Council shall have charge of all the sidewalks in the City. Subject to the laws of
the State of Maryland and to the City Charter, the Mayor and Council may do whatever is deemed
necessary to establish, operate, and maintain in good condition the sidewalks of the City.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4103. License for Private Use of Sidewalks

No sidewalk or any portion thereof may be utilized by a private party in any manner that restricts
the use of the public at large of said sidewalk; except, in the event a written license agreement is signed
by a private party and the Mayor and Council, in the sole discretion of the Mayor and Council, which
licenses a specific private use ("license agreement"). The license agreement shall narrowly define the
use permitted and the property subject to the license agreement as well as the terms and conditions of
the license agreement, including, but not limited to, the private party's responsibility to maintain
insurance on the property for personal injury and property damage, the private party's covenant to
indemnify the City for all claims involving the private party's use of the sidewalk, the positing by the
private party of a financial guaranty or letter of credit and all other conditions required by the Mayor
and Council.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4104. Openings in Sidewalks

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to tear up any sidewalk paving for any purpose whatsoever,
or to disturb the surface by digging holes or trenches in any sidewalk within the City without first
making application to the Superintendent of Public Works and obtaining a right-of-way
obstruction permit and a public works agreement ("PWA") or modified public works agreement
("MPWA"), as the case may warrant, which the Superintendent of Public Works is hereby
authorized to issue under such regulations as may be adopted by the Mayor and Council.  Upon
issuing such permit and PWA or MPWA, it shall be the duty of the applicant to perform the work
for which the permit and agreement are issued without any unnecessary delay. As soon as such
work is completed, the sidewalk shall, without delay and within the time specified in the permit
and PWA or MPWA, be restored to as good a condition as it was prior to the opening thereof. The
opening shall be repaved with the same kind and quality of material with which the balance of the
sidewalk is paved, and such portions of the sidewalks restored to their true and proper grade. The
ditch shall be flooded, if so directed by the Superintendent of Public Works, and rammed from the
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bottom to the top. The work of refilling and repaving shall be done in a good and workmanlike
manner and in a way satisfactory to the Superintendent of Public Works. In the event of refusal or
neglect to comply with the aforesaid provisions, the offender shall be punished as provided in
Section 7-2202, and the repairs shall be made by the City, charged to the offender and collected as
hereinafter provided. Whenever the paving of a sidewalk, after having been torn up, has sunk
below the proper grade of the sidewalk, it shall be the duty of the person digging the holes or
trenches to again repave or rebuild at his or her own expense, as often as may be necessary, in
order to completely restore the true grade of the sidewalk.  In the event of refusal or neglect, upon
receiving 20 days' notice from the Superintendent of Public Works to comply herewith, the
offender shall be punished as provided in Section 7-2202. The Superintendent of Public Works
shall make the necessary repairs, the cost thereof to be collected from the person digging the hole
or trench by suit at law or by attachment in case of non-residence.

(B) It shall be the duty of the Superintendent of Public Works, where any work on account of the
City is done, after the completion thereof, to repave and refill, if necessary, in a reasonable time
and to clear the sidewalk where the work has been done of any debris, and also to again repave or
refill as often as may be required to restore the sidewalk to its proper grade and condition.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4105. Vehicles Tracking Mud, etc., on Sidewalks

No person shall drive or move any vehicle within the City, the wheels or tires of which carry onto
or deposit on any sidewalk or other public place mud, dirt, adhesive or sticky substances, litter or
foreign matter of any kind.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4106. Cellar Doors

(A) Maintenance of cellar doors. It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any premises in
the City to fail to maintain their cellar doors in good repair and safe condition.

(B) Guarding of open cellar doors. It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any premises
in the City to leave their cellars exposed when the doors thereof are raised so that people passing
by or along the pavements may fall therein. It shall be the duty of the owner or occupant of any
premises in the City, when the door of any cellar or other excavation belonging to such premises
shall be raised, to cover the hole thereof in some substantial manner to prevent people from falling
therein. Violation of this Section is declared to be a municipal infraction.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4107. Open Gutters Across Sidewalks

It shall be unlawful for any person to make any open gutter for conveying water across any
sidewalk.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)
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Section 3-4108. Unlawful Conditions in Private Gutters or Spouts

It shall be unlawful for any person to permit water to fall or flow from the gutters, spouts or other
discharge sources on his or her premises on or over the pavement in front thereof, in such a manner as
to injure adjoining pavements or to inconvenience persons passing over such pavements.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4109. Obstructing Sidewalks

(A) Prohibited obstructions. It shall be unlawful to obstruct any of the sidewalks of the City with
any boxes, barrels, goods, wares, tables, chairs, merchandise or any other thing, except temporary
and modest unavoidable obstructions on sidewalks abutting a business that is then receiving
delivery of said items or as otherwise defined in this Section.

(B) Sidewalk retail displays in the Neighborhood Business, Central Business, Business
Transactional and General Commercial Zoning Districts. Businesses located in the Neighborhood
Business (B-1), Central Business (B-2), Business Transactional (B-3) and General Commercial
(GC) Zoning Districts may display retail goods, displays and signs on the sidewalk immediately in
front of their businesses in accordance with all applicable sections of the Code of the City of
Brunswick and in accordance with the following:

(1) All displays, goods and signs shall be removed from the sidewalk during the
establishment's non-business hours.

(2) The affected portion of sidewalk shall be cleaned each day in which the business displays
retail goods, displays or signs on the sidewalk.

(3) No portion of the retail goods, displays or signs shall obstruct access to hydrants,
streetlights, telephones, mailboxes, transit stops or any other public service facility on the
sidewalk area or adjacent street.

(4) A clear unobstructed sidewalk width of at least three feet shall be maintained at all times
between the use and any obstacle (tree, tree well, meter, fire hydrant, etc.).

(5) A clear unobstructed height of seven feet shall be maintained between the walkway
surface and any overhead obstacle, including but not limited to displays, overhead signs,
awning, and tree branches.

(C) Sidewalk cafes.  A food service facility located in the Neighborhood Business (B-1), Central
Business (B-2), Business Transactional (B-3) and General Commercial (GC) Zoning Districts may
sponsor a cafe on the sidewalk in front of their restaurant in accordance with the requirements
herein.  Sidewalk cafes are defined as outdoor dining areas on a portion of the sidewalk
immediately abutting the sponsoring restaurant. Sidewalk cafes shall be classified as either:
sidewalk cafes with no enclosure, or sidewalk cafes with enclosures.

(1) Sidewalk cafes with no enclosure.

33C
2007 S-1 (ALP)



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

(a) License required.  A sidewalk cafe that has a no surrounding enclosure shall obtain a
license from the City. The Superintendent of Public Works shall issue the license on an
annual basis.

(b) License application. A City sidewalk cafe application shall be submitted to the
Superintendent of Public Works, which shall include the following information:

1. Documentation of approval from the owner of the property in which the
establishment is located;

2. Documentation of liability insurance coverage as required by the City, for the
sidewalk area to be used;

3. Documentation of approval from the Frederick County Liquor Board if alcoholic
beverages are to be consumed in the sidewalk cafe area;

4. The seating capacity of the proposed sidewalk café; and

5. Scaled sketch plan will be required, as determined by the Superintendent of
Public Works, and may be required to show pertinent features of the area affected,
i.e., property lines, building footprint, sidewalks, street curb lines, lighting, trees, tree
wells, planters, parking meters, street signs, and fire hydrants and proposed location
of the outdoor cafe layout and enclosure.

(c) Design standards.

1. Sidewalk cafes with no enclosure shall consist solely of tables, chairs and
umbrellas.

2. All tables weighing under 25 pounds, chairs weighing under ten pounds, and
umbrellas shall be removed from the sidewalk during the establishment's
non-business hours.

3. The affected portion of sidewalk shall be cleaned each day in which the sidewalk
cafe is in use.

4. No portion of the sidewalk cafe shall obstruct access to hydrants, streetlights,
telephones, mailboxes, transit stops or any other public service facility on the
sidewalk area or adjacent street.

5. A clear unobstructed sidewalk width of at least three feet shall be maintained at
all times between the sidewalk cafe and any obstacle, including but not limited to
trees, tree wells, meters, and fire hydrants.

6. A clear unobstructed height of seven feet shall be maintained between the
walkway surface and any overhead obstacle, including but not limited to displays,
overhead signs, awning, and tree branches.
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(d) Maintenance. All components of the sidewalk cafe shall be removable for sidewalk
right-of-way maintenance and snow removal. In the event of an emergency, the City may
remove all or part of a sidewalk cafe and shall not be liable for any damages.

(e) Fee. A fee may be charged by the City to cover administrative processing and review
costs. Such fee shall be established by resolution approved by the Mayor and Council.

(2) Sidewalk cafe with surrounding enclosure.

(a) License required. A sidewalk cafe that has a surrounding enclosure shall obtain a
license from the City. The Superintendent of Public Works shall issue the license on an
annual basis.

(b) License application. A City sidewalk cafe application shall be submitted to the
Superintendent of Public Works, which shall include the following information:

1. Documentation of approval from the owner of the property in which the
establishment is located;

2. Documentation of liability insurance coverage as required by the City, for the
sidewalk area to be used;

3. Documentation of approval from the Frederick County Liquor Board if alcoholic
beverages are to be consumed in the sidewalk cafe area;

4. The seating capacity of the proposed sidewalk cafe;

5. Scaled sketch plan will be required, as determined by the Superintendent of
Public Works, and may be required to show pertinent features of the area affected,
i.e., property lines, building footprint, sidewalks, street curb lines, lighting, trees, tree
wells, planters, parking meters, street signs, and fire hydrants and proposed location
of the outdoor cafe layout and enclosure; and

6. Description and scaled drawings of enclosure plan, including any physical
changes proposed to the sidewalk such as holes for mounting railings or other
enclosure systems.

(c) Design standards.

1. Sidewalk cafes with an enclosure shall consist solely of chairs, tables, umbrellas
and a surrounding enclosure.

2. The affected portion of sidewalk shall be cleaned each day in which the business
is in operation.

3. No portion of the sidewalk cafe shall obstruct access to hydrants, streetlights,
telephones, mailboxes, transit stops or any other public service facility on the
sidewalk area or adjacent street.

2007 S-1 (ALP) 33E



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

4. A clear unobstructed sidewalk width of at least three feet shall be maintained
between the use and any obstacle (tree, tree well, meter, fire hydrant, etc.).

5. A clear unobstructed height of seven feet shall be maintained between the
walkway surface and any overhead obstacle (tree branch, overhead sign, awning,
etc.).

6. No sidewalk cafe may be permanently located within the sidewalk area by
means of raised deck, platform, fence, walls or other structures or enclosed by fixed
walls of any material, except that sidewalk cafe boundaries may be delineated by the
use of temporary barriers such as railings. Any such temporary barriers must be
easily removed and no more than 42 inches in height above the sidewalk surface.
Temporary barriers may be attached by removable clips or devices approved in
advance by the City engineer.

(d) Maintenance. All components of the sidewalk cafe including enclosure devices shall
be removable for sidewalk right-of-way maintenance and snow removal. In the event of
an emergency, the City may remove all or part of a sidewalk cafe and shall not be liable
for any damages.

(e) Fee. A fee may be charged by the City to cover administrative processing and review
costs. Such fee shall be established by resolution approved by the Mayor and Council.

(D) Abatement.

(1) Any violation of any provision of this Section which endangers the public health, safety
and welfare shall constitute a public nuisance.

(2) Whenever the Superintendent of Public Works, or his or her designee, becomes aware
that such public nuisance exists within the City, it shall be his or her duty to make immediate
investigation, and if in his or her judgment, any such public nuisance does exist, he or she
shall forthwith give written notice to the party in default to abate such public nuisance within
such reasonable time as shall be prescribed in such notice.

(3) In the event of any person neglecting or refusing to comply with the notice to remove or
abate such public nuisance in the reasonable time provided, such public nuisance may be
abated or removed by the City at the expense of the party so refusing or neglecting.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4110. Trees and Shrubbery-Injuring, etc.

No person shall cut, belt, destroy or injure any tree or shrubbery on any of the sidewalks, parks or
other public places of the City, or on private property, without consent of the owner thereof.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)
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Section 3-4111. Trees and Shrubbery-Trimming and Removal

It shall be unlawful for any person owning real estate within the City to permit any tree growing
along and/or on said real estate to grow, hang or branch in such a manner as to obstruct the public
right-of-way, including but not limited to sidewalks, obscure street lamps, traffic signals or signs. All
such vegetation shall be kept trimmed by the owner so that limbs shall not be closer than nine feet
above the sidewalk. Any such plants in violation of this Section shall be removed or trimmed by the
owner as hereinafter directed. In all cases where any vegetation is required to be removed or trimmed,
the City shall notify the owner in writing to remove or trim such plant within five days after mailing of
such notice to the owner at his or her address as listed on the assessment records. Failure to remove or
trim the vegetation as directed within the time allowed shall constitute a municipal infraction. It shall
thereafter be lawful for the City to remove or trim such growth and bill the reasonable costs thereof to
said owner.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4112. Use of Ashes, etc., on Sleet or Ice

Whenever there is sleet or ice on the pavements, it shall be unlawful to sprinkle ashes, sawdust or
other like substances thereon.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4113. Planting in Curb Strips, Street, etc.

It shall be lawful for any person to plant or set a tree or trees in any public way, street or avenue,
or in any curb strip from the inside of the curb to the outside of the sidewalk, subject to the following
conditions:

(A) The type of trees shall be approved by the City Engineer and the Mayor and Council and no
other type of trees shall be allowed.

(B) The approved trees shall be planted or set only under the supervision and direction of the
Superintendent of Public Works and in such locations as approved by the Superintendent of Public
Works.

(C) Existing trees may be replaced with prior approved tree or trees within the area hereinbefore
specified under the supervision and direction of the Superintendent of Public Works.

(D) The Mayor and Council may grant permission for the planting of the approved type of trees
upon application when such planting is part of the general neighborhood landscape plan and the
type of trees and the proposed location for them shall be such that no damage will result in any
utilities, lines or installations.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4114. Other Improvements in Curb Strips, Streets, etc.

(A) It shall be unlawful for any person to place any mailbox, post, shrub, or other improvement,
with the exception of newspaper boxes, in any public way, street or avenue, sidewalk or in the area

33G
2007 S-1 (ALP)



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

between the sidewalk and curb, without first securing the written consent of the City. This Section
shall not prohibit the planting of grass or sod in the area between the curb and sidewalk.

(B) Vending machines shall be prohibited in any public way, street or avenue, sidewalk or the
area between the sidewalk and curb within the MainStreet Area, with the exception that vending
machines located within the MainStreet Area as of the date of adoption of this Section shall be
permitted to remain in place only until the business establishment which obtains profits from said
machine(s) as of the date of adoption of this Section no longer has an ownership or lease interest
in the business establishment and with the exception of vending machine distributing newspapers.

(C) All vending machines within a public right-of-way must maintain a license from the City and
licenses must be obtained within 45 days of the effective date of this Section. The license fee shall
be the sum of $25 per year for any number of vending machines located at a business.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4115. Plantings on Utilities or in Easements

(A) It shall be unlawful to place or plant a tree or trees on top of or within ten feet of any
underground utility line or equipment of the City.

(B) It shall be unlawful to place or plant trees, bushes, shrubs or other plantings or ground cover
of any nature whatsoever within the utility easement area of the City unless prior written approval
of the City is secured.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-4116. Painting, Printing, etc., on Sidewalks

It shall be unlawful, except by special permission of the Mayor and Council, for any person to
paint, print, stamp, stain or otherwise mark upon or build or construct on the paved portion of any
sidewalk within the City any advertisement, or any words, marks, figures or letters for any purpose
whatsoever on a sidewalk.  This Section shall not apply to traffic signals placed or painted on the
sidewalks under the direction of City authority.
(Ord. 445, passed 10-24-2005)

Article 5.  Signs

Title 1.  Regulation of Signs

Section 3-5101. Intent

It is the intent of this Title to regulate signs located within the public right-of-way to meet the
needs of businesses and other organizations while also protecting the visual quality and traditional
design concepts of Brunswick.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)
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Section 3-5102. Definitions

For the purposes of this Title, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings
respectively ascribed to them by this Section:

Animated Sign.  A sign with motion of any kind, including but not limited to flashing lights, or
color changes, but excluding flags, banners, or pennants.

Billboard Sign.  A large outdoor printed sign used for any activity, person, group or thing not
located on the premises upon which the sign is located.

Double-faced Sign.  A sign with two parallel, or nearly parallel, faces back to back, and located
not more than 12 inches from each other, e.g. "sandwich board" signs.

Externally Lighted Sign.  A sign which does not produce artificial light from within itself.

Flat Sign.  Any sign attached to, and erected parallel to, the face of a building, and supported
throughout its length by such building and not extending more than 18 inches from the building.

Freestanding/Monument Sign.  A sign which is supported by up-rights, columns, etc. upon the
ground and not attached to a building.

Internally Lighted Sign.  A sign that produces light within itself. All internally lighted signs must
be approved by the Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works.

Marquee Sign.  A covered structure projecting from and supported by a building covering a
doorway.

Portable Trailer Sign.  A sign that is pulled by an automobile.

Projecting Sign.  A sign which is attached to and projects more than 18 inches from the face of a
wall of a building.

Shopping Center.  A concentration of contiguous retail and service establishments as a unit on one
lot serving a region.

Sign.  A structure or device, in whole or part, which uses words or symbolic representations to
direct attention, to identify or advertise any activity, person, group of people or thing.

Roof Sign.  A sign erected upon or above the room or parapet wall of a building and which is
wholly or partially supported by said building.

Temporary Sign.  Any sign, banner, poster, or other nonpermanent sign that is erected for no more
than 45 consecutive days.

33I
2007 S-1 (ALP)



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

Variable Message Sign.  A sign that alternates the information or symbolic representations by its
own power.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5103. General Regulations

(A) No sign shall be erected in the public right-of-way in any district unless in compliance with
this Chapter. Existing signs shall not be altered or moved unless in compliance with this Chapter.

(B) A sign license is required for the erection of new signs or for the alteration of size, height or
location of existing signs in the public right-of-way.

(C) If site plans are required to be reviewed by the Planning Commission they shall include the
location, height, size, and design of all signs to be located in the public right-of-way adjacent to
the site.

(D) No signs shall be attached to utility poles, traffic signal poles, or traffic control posts/signs.

(E) Signs attached to a building shall not project more than 36 inches from the face to the building
and shall have a minimum clearance of eight feet above the ground/sidewalk.

(F) Civic/nonprofit organizations advertising a local community event must comply with this
Chapter. The Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works may issue a license, at
no cost, for up to four signs to a civic/nonprofit organization advertising a civic event.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5104. Licenses

(A) License required.  Signs may not be located within the public right-of-way; except in the
event a written license agreement is issued.

(B) License application.  A sign license application shall be submitted to the Superintendent of
Public Works, which may include without limitation the following information:

(1) Documentation of approval from the owner of the property upon which the sign is
located.

(2) Documentation of liability insurance coverage as required by the City, for the placement
of the sign in the right-of-way.

(3) At the discretion of the Superintendent of Public Works, a scaled sketch plan may include
all pertinent features of the area affected, i.e., property lines, building footprint, sidewalks,
street curb lines, lighting, trees, tree wells, planters, parking meters, street signs, and fire
hydrants and proposed location of the sign.

(C) License requirements. The license agreement shall grant approval of the sign, narrowly define
the property subject to the license agreement and recite the terms and conditions of the license
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agreement, including, but not limited to, the private party's responsibility to maintain the sign in
good repair, including without limitation all mechanisms securing the sign to any building or other
property, maintaining insurance covering personal injury and property damage resulting from the
sign and all mechanisms securing the sign to any building or other property, the private party's
covenant to indemnify the City for all claims involving the private party's use of the right-of-way,
the posting by the private party of a financial guaranty or letter of credit and all other conditions
required by the Mayor and Council.

(D) License issuance. The Code Enforcement Office shall issue the license after approval by the
Superintendent of Public Works for non-temporary signs.

(E) Fee. A fee may be charged by the City to cover administrative processing and review costs.
Such fee shall be established from time to time by resolution and approved by the Mayor and
Council.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5105. Design Guidelines/Specifications

(A) Design guidelines/specifications are available at the City office.

(B) All signs meeting the specifications of the City Code may be issued a license by the Code
Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works.

Sign Type
License
Needed

Maximum Sign
Area (Sq. Ft.)

Maximum Sign
Height (ft.)

Real estate-until the property is sold No 6 4

Subdivision-until all properties are sold Yes 75 8

Subdivision identification Yes 15 8

Contractors-until project is
complete Yes 24 8

Identification for public and
non-profit organization Yes 15 8

Home occupation Yes 1 4

Individual business Yes 50 8

Shopping center:
Center identification sign
Individual stores

Yes
Yes

50
25

8
Attached only

Industrial park:
Park identification sign (enter)
Individual Yes 50 8
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Sign Type
License
Needed

Maximum Sign
Area (Sq. Ft.)

Maximum Sign
Height (ft.)

Temporary signs Yes (45 days w/
30 day intervals

32 4

(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5106. Measurement of Signs

(A) Only one face of a double-faced sign shall be computed for sign area provided the two faces
are no more than one foot apart.

(B) Exit/entrance signs (without any logos), menu boards, gas station price signs, shall not be
larger than State maximum (per State Regulation #10-315 as regulated by the State Comptroller's
Office), and tenant directories shall not be included in calculating total sign area.

(C) The support for the sign background, whether it is columns, a pylon, or a building or part
thereof, shall not be included in the sign area.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5107. Historical District

(A) Intent. The intent of this Section is to permit in the public right-of-way only those signs that
are non-obtrusive and blend with the character of the historical district. The purpose of these signs
is to advertise to pedestrian and vehicular traffic.

(B) Signs in the historical district shall comply with the following requirements:

(1) All hangers for signs shall be in the form of a bracket and made of metal.

(2) All signs will be no larger than nine square feet or 1,296 square inches and will not
protrude from the building farther than 36 inches.

(3) On a multi-story building, signs shall be installed so that the top of the sign shall be
located in line with the bottom of the second story window.

(4) Signs may not be lighted other than by means of external lighting.

(5) Flat signs (one-sided signs attached directly to a building) shall not be located anywhere
above the bottom of the second floor window of the supporting structure, or part thereof, nor
cover any part of any window.

(C) The Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works must approve the placement
of any sign to be installed on a one-story building prior to the issuance of a sign license.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)
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Section 3-5108. Prohibited Signs in All Districts

The following signs are prohibited in the public right-of-way of all districts:

(A) Billboards;

(B) Variable message signs, with the exception of informational message signs utilized by the
City;

(C) Portable trailer signs, with the exception of informational message signs utilized by the City;

(D) Marquee signs;

(E) Animated signs;

(F) Signs located anywhere other than on the property or structure to which it directs attention or
to which it is appurtenant;

(G) Signs outlining any building or part thereof with neon or other lights;

(H) Signs fastened, placed, painted, pasted, or attached in any way to, in or upon any tree, fence,
public utility pole, rock, curbstone, sidewalk, lamp post, hydrant, bridge, highway marker, or
another sign except such as may be required by law, so placed by a duly authorized governmental
agency, so placed not as an advertisement, but as a warning against hunting, fishing, or
trespassing, or not visible from any highway;

(I) Illuminated signs which reflect or cast glare, directly or indirectly, on any public roadway or
adjacent property, including, without limitation, illumination in violation of other regulations, if
any;

(J) Signs resembling traffic signals or other warning devices;

(K) Signs that are blinking, flashing or fluttering lights, or other illuminating devices which have a
changing light intensity, brightness, or color, or which are so constructed and operated as to create
an appearance or illusion of writing or printing;

(L) Signs with exposed reflective type bulbs, strobe lights or incandescent lamps which exceed 15
watts used on the exterior surface of any sign so as to expose the face of the bulb, lamp, or light to
any public street or adjacent property;

(M) No signs shall be located on any part of the roof structure; and

(N) Any sign, which advertises a business no longer conducted or the owner of the sign or of the
premises upon which the sign is located shall remove a product no longer sold on the premises.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

33M
2007 S-1 (ALP)



Mayor and Council of Brunswick Code of Ordinances

Section 3-5109. Temporary Signs in All Zones

(A) Temporary signs shall be permitted for a maximum period of 45 consecutive days in the
public right-of-way.

(B) Temporary signs shall not be placed on any part of the roof structure that extends into the
public right-of-way and shall not be located such that it impedes sight distance for vehicles or
pedestrians traveling along adjacent roads or entering/exiting the site.

(C) There shall be a minimum period of 30 days between the placement of a temporary sign by
the same applicant in the public right-of-way, excluding help wanted signs.

(D) Political advocacy signs shall be not larger than three square feet and may be placed in the
public right-of-way 60 days prior to an election and must be removed within 30 days following an
election.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5110. Permitted Nonconforming Signs

Signs existing prior to the enactment of the ordinance codified in this Title and not conforming to
its provisions shall be considered as legal nonconforming signs and shall be allowed to continue
subject to the following restrictions:

(A) The nonconforming sign may not hereafter be altered in size, shape, color, wording, graphics
or other appearance except for purposes of repair.

(B) If the nonconforming sign is removed from its location for a single period of 60 consecutive
days or more, it may not be reused and shall not be replaced except in conformance to this Title.

(C) In the event of a sale, assignment, transfer or other conveyance of the property on which the
nonconforming sign is displayed, the new owner or occupant may continue to use and display the
nonconforming sign on the same conditions as set forth in this Section.

(D) In the event that a business, organization, establishment or other entity is closed, out of
business, is inactive or is in anyway not operated for a period of 60 consecutive days, whether
because of a transfer in its ownership, financial difficulty, retirement or other reason, the
nonconforming sign displayed for such business, organization establishment or other entity shall
be removed and shall not be replaced except in conformance to this Title.

(E) The Code Enforcement Office, Superintendent of Public Works or other City official
designated by the Mayor or Council shall record and catalog the signs in the public right-of-way in
the City that are in existence on the date of the enactment of the ordinance codified in this Title
and shall designate those signs which are nonconforming. In any action to enforce the provisions
of this Title, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that a sign is not a permitted nonconforming sign
if the sign has not been catalogued and recorded as a permitted nonconforming sign. Any violation
of the provisions of this Title shall be deemed a municipal infraction, and each day a violation
continues shall be considered a new violation.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)
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Section 3-5111. Removal of Nonconforming Signs

The Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works shall order the removal of any
sign erected in violation of this Title.  Ten days written notice shall be given to the owner of such sign,
building, or property on which the sign is located to remove the sign or bring it into compliance with
this Title.  Upon failure to remove the sign or bring it into conformance within the ten day notice
period the Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works is authorized to remove or
cause removal of the sign at the expense of the owner of the sign, the building or the property on which
the sign was located.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Section 3-5112. Appeal Process

Appeals from decisions of the Code Enforcement Office or Superintendent of Public Works
regarding signs may be taken by any City agency or private person to the Mayor and Council. All
appeals shall be submitted in writing with the appropriate fee to the Superintendent and shall include
supporting material and justification statements for the appeal.
(Ord. 443, passed 10-24-2005)

Revisor's Note:  All signage on private property shall conform to the requirements of the Zoning
Ordinance.  All signage on public property shall conform to the requirements of this Title.
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